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Standards Curriculum Map 
Bourbon County Schools 

Level: 7th Grade                                                                                                                                                                                      
Course: Language Arts                         
Updated: 5/24/2012            e.g. = Example only 

                 

Weeks Unit/Topic Common  Core Standards Activities Learning Objectives (“I 
Can” Statements)  

Knowledge/ Reasoning/ 
Performance Skill 

Vocabulary 

3 Weeks/ 
15 Days 

Fiction: Short 
Stories 

R.L. 1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

R.L.3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or 

drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 

characters or plot). 

R.L. 6 Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 

points of view of different characters or narrators in a 

text.  

 

Short Stories:  

 7th Grade, 

 Rikki Tikki Tavi 

  Thank You Ma’m 

  The Necklace, Ransom of Red Chief 

  A Retrieved Reformation 

  After Twenty Years 

  Monkey Man 

  Dirk the Protector 
 

 I can make inferences 
which means I can take 
what I have read and 
draw a conclusion. (RL 
1) 

 I can identify information 
in a text. (RL 1) 

 I can find support for an 
inference. (RL1) 

 I can analyze the text 
which means break 
down the parts. (RL 1) 

 I can support my 
inference which means I 
can find proof for my 
inference in the text. (RL 
1) 

 I can describe elements 
of a story or drama, e.g.: 
setting, plot, characters, 
conflict, resolution, 
climax) (RL 3) 

 I can identify changes in 
elements of the story.  
(RL3)  

 I can identify changes in 
elements of the story. 
(RL 3) 

 I can explain how a 
change in one element 
can change another 
(RL3) 

 I can find ways the author 
develops point of view 
using dialogue, what 
other characters say 
about that character and 
their own thoughts and 
actions. (RL 6) 

 I can find evidence of the 

inferences 
explicit details 

setting 
character 

plot 
point of view 



 2 

author using different 
points of view in the text 
(RL 6) 

 I can compare and 
contrast different points 
of view of different 
characters. (RL 6) 

 I can analyze how the 
author creates different 
points of view. (RL 6) 

Weeks Unit/Topic Common  Core Standards Activities Learning Objectives (“I 
Can” Statements) 

Vocabulary 

 
5 Weeks 

 
 25 Days 

 
Historical Fiction 
 
(including mini 
unit on grammar) 

R.L. 9. Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a 

time, place, or character and a historical account of 

the same period as a means of understanding how 

authors of fiction use or alter history. 

W.S.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 

relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 

event sequences. 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 

context and point of view and introducing a 

narrator and/or characters; organize an event 

sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, 

and description, to develop experiences, events, 

and/or characters. 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 

clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 

from one time frame or setting to another. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 

descriptive details, and sensory language to 

capture the action and convey experiences and 

events. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on 

the narrated experiences or events. 

L.S.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage when writing 

or speaking. 

a. Explain the function of phrases and clauses in 

general and their function in specific sentences. 

b. Choose among simple, compound, complex, and 

compound-complex sentences to signal differing 

relationships among ideas. 

Fictional History: 
 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
 
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas 
 
6 Million Paper Clips  
 
Documentary: Paper Clips 
 
 
Activities for  Out of the Dust 
 Website:  Voices from the Dust Bowl /Details of the 
migration to California 
Includes: Variety of genres including nonfiction articles, 
Firsthand accounts, popular music of the day, and timeline of 
Route 66 
http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tsme.html 
Using Primary Sources 
 

http://ethemes.missouri.edu/themes/1602?locale=en 

 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/dust/ 
Much of history is interpreted from an adult point of view. This 
unit helps students gain an understanding of Dust Bowl 
history through the eyes of a child. Define perseverance. 

 Read and discuss fictional and informational texts 

featuring real people or characters that demonstrate 

perseverance. 

 Analyze how the setting (historical context) of story or 

biography affects character development. 

 Explain authors’ use of literary techniques such as 

diction and imagery. 

 Conduct research on a person of interest who 

demonstrated perseverance, such as Martin Luther 

 I can identify a time, 
place or character in a 
historical account and/or 
a fictional work. (RL 9) 

 I can compare and 
contrast how the time, 
place or character are 
shown or changed in a 
literary work. (RL 9)  

 I can define the point of 
view that a text is written 
from. (WS 3) 

 I can identify various 
points of view within a 
narrative/story. (WS 3)  

 I can identify how authors 
use: 
o Precise 
o Words/ phrases 
o Description 
o Sensory details to 

help readers 
visualize or sense 
the action of a 
narrative/ story. 
(WS 3) 

 I can use a variety of 
techniques to engage 
the reader and engage 
the reader and establish 
context and point of 
view. (WS 3) 

 I can use dialogue, 
pacing, description to 
develop events and 
characters. (WS 3) 

 I can use a variety of 
transitions to move 

Content Vocab: 
 Dialogue 

 Documentary 

 Screenplay 

 Connotation 

 Denotation 

 Diction 

 Point of View 

 Historical 

 Fictional 

 Informational 

 Compare  

 Contrast 

 Theme 

 Conflict 

 Characterization 

 Dialogue 

 Monologue 

 Plot 

 Protagonist 

 Setting (historical) 

 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/afctshtml/tsme.html
https://ch1prd0202.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=30XcrZBIA0SwWGeclPIT5YKc9ipGDc8IvK-iW8QaQqCUklWMN1AnFYzW0TnW7AKTv3VWbBZMq2U.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fethemes.missouri.edu%2fthemes%2f1602%3flocale%3den
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/dust/
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c. Place phrases and clauses within a sentence, 

recognizing and correcting misplaced and 

dangling modifiers.* 

L.S. 2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of 

standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 

a. Use a comma to separate coordinate adjectives 

(e.g., It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie but 

not He wore an old[,] green shirt). 

b. Spell correctly. 

W.S.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, and style are appropriate 

to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in 

standards 1–3 above.) 

W.S.5. With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 

approach, focusing on how well purpose and 

audience have been addressed. (Editing for 

conventions should demonstrate command of 

Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 7 

on page 52.) 

W.S.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing and link to and cite sources as 

well as to interact and collaborate with others, 

including linking to and citing sources. 

W.S.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

L.S.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language that expresses ideas precisely 

and concisely, recognizing and eliminating 

wordiness and redundancy.* 

L.S.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 

a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 

King Jr. or Geronimo. 

 Create a persuasive multimedia presentation. 

 Write a bio-poem and memorize and/or recite it for the 

class that exhibits perseverance 

Activities includes Speaking, Listening, and Writing 

Standards 

Preliminarily Activity 

What is meant by the word perseverance? Look up the word 

in a dictionary and write your ideas down on a sticky note. 

Your teacher will give you the opportunity to "Give one, get 

one" in order to go beyond the dictionary definition. Create a 

class word map of the word perseverance. As you find 

examples of perseverance in texts read during the unit, write 

them on sticky notes and add them to your chart. While 

working on this unit, your teacher may ask you to create an 

online concept map. (SL.7.1) 

 

Journal: What challenges have you rose above in your life? 

Activity 3/Culminating 

As you read one of the novels or biographies about people or 

characters with perseverance, take notes in your journal or 

on a shared online document about how the individuals are 

affected by the time period in which they lived. Be sure to 

note page numbers with relevant information or mark your 

text with sticky notes so you can go back and cite the text 

during class discussion. 

 During what historical time period does the 

novel/biography take place? 

 Where did the person or character live, and why? 

 What was that individual’s historical context? 

 What role, if any, does the person or character’s family 

play in his/her outlook on life? 

 What obstacle(s) does the individual overcome? How? 

Prior to class discussion, your teacher may give you the 

opportunity to share your notes and/or collaborate on a 

shared online document with a partner who read the same 

text. (RL.7.3, RL.7.1, RL.7.9) 

events along and to 
show changes in a 
narrative/story. (WS 3) 

 I can write a conclusion 
that reflects on the 
events of a 
narrative/story. (WS 3) 

 I can use precise, 
descriptive, and sensory 
language to capture the 
action and to develop 
experiences and events. 
(WS 3) 

 I can compare and 
contrast relevant vs. 
irrelevant details 
developing experiences, 
events, and characters. 
(WS 3) 

 I can determine the task, 

purpose and audience 

in a piece of writing. 

(WS 4) 

 I can use appropriate 

idea development 

strategies, organization 

and style that connect to 

purpose and audience. 

(WS 4) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand how to plan, 
revise, edit, and rewrite 
my writing.(WS 5) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand the purpose 
of my piece of writing 
and identify my 
audience.(WS 5) 

 I can edit my writing for 
correctness. (WS 5) 

 I can, with help from my 
classmates and adults, 
develop my writing by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, 
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sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or 

function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin 

affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference 

materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 

thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 

pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its 

precise meaning or its part of speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning 

of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the 

inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.S.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate 

general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression. 

S.L.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) 

with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 

issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly draw 

on that preparation by referring to evidence on the 

topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas 

under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress 

toward specific goals and deadlines, and define 

individual roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to 

others’ questions and comments with relevant 

observations and ideas that bring the discussion 

back on topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others 

and, when warranted, modify their own views. 

 

Activity 3/ Culminating 

Research a famous person (such as Martin Luther King Jr., 

Geronimo, or another person of your choosing) who 

persevered in spite of significant challenges. Use a wide 

range of credible print and electronic, primary, and secondary 

resources for your research. See if you can find a video clip 

of him or her speaking on YouTube. Write and present your 

multimedia report to the class, making a case for why the 

person you chose is a striking example of determination and 

perseverance in the face of difficult circumstances. Edit your 

work for sentence variety and spelling. (W.7.1, W.7.7, RI.7.2, 

SL.7.2, SL.7.5, L.7.1a,b, L.7.2a,b) 

which means keeping 
what is needed and 
removing what is not 
needed. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying new 
approaches by keeping 
and removing what is 
not needed. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 

 I can identify the 
technology tools used 
for producing and 
publishing texts. (WS 6) 

 I can explain how to: 
o cite sources 

o create hyperlinks 

(WS 6) 

 I know how to work with 

others effectively for an 

intended purpose. (WS 

6) 

 I can decide the best 
technology tools for 
producing and 
publishing writing 
appropriate to the 
purpose and 
audience.(WS 6) 

 I can use the best 
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technology options for 

communicating and 

working with others for 

an intended purpose. 

(WS 6) 

 I can identify: 
o Audience 
o Topic 
o Purpose (WS 10) 

 I can identify appropriate 
organizational structure 
for various types of 
writing. (WS 10) 

 I can decide the 
appropriate length of 
time to write based on: 
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 I can decide an 
appropriate 
organizational structure 
to use for a variety of 
writing based on  
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 

 I can recognize clauses 
and phrases. (LS 1) 

 I can identify compound-
complex sentences. (LS 
1) 

 I can identify misplaced 
modifiers. (LS 1) 

 I can identify dangling 
modifiers. (LS 1) 

 I can correctly use 
English grammar rules 
when writing.(LS 1) 

 I can explain why 
phrases and clauses are 
used in sentences. (LS 
1) 

 I can choose between 
simple, compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex 
sentences to make 
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connections. (LS 1) 
 I can correct misplaced 

modifiers. (LS 1) 

 I can correct dangling 
modifiers. (LS 1) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when writing, reading, 
and listening.(LS 1) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
writing, reading, and 
listening. (LS 1) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when writing. (LS 1)  

 I can define “coordinate 
adjective.” (LS 2) 

 I can correctly use a 
comma to separate 
coordinate adjectives. 
(LS 2) 

 I can correctly use 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
(LS 2) 

 I can identify and correct 
misspelled words by 
using the spelling rules. 
(LS 2) 

 I can identify the rules of 
writing, speaking, 
reading, and listening. 
(LS 3) 

 I can identify accurate 
and brief language.(LS 
3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when writing, reading, 
and listening. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
writing, reading, and 
listening. (LS 3) 
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 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when writing. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when speaking.(LS 3) 

 I can identify words and 
phrases with multiple 
meanings.(LS 4) 

 I can identify roots and 
affixes. (LS 4) 

 I can use digital and print 
resources (e.g., 
dictionaries, thesauri, 
and glossaries) to  
o find the 

pronunciation of a 

word. 

o find the exact 

meaning. 

o Identify a word’s 

part of speech (LS 

4) 

 I know ways to find 
meanings of unknown 
words. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using 
context clues (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using Greek 
affixes and roots. (LS 4) 

 I can choose the correct 
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vocabulary strategy to 
find the meaning of 
words and phrases. (LS 
4) 

 I can make sure I have 
the correct meaning of a 
word or phrase by using 
context clues or a 
dictionary. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can identify subject or 
content related words or 
phrases.(LS 6) 

 I can understand the 
meaning of subject or 
content related words or 
phrases. (LS 6) 

 I can use subject or 
content related words 
and phrases correctly. 
(LS 6) 

 I can use the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can choose the correct 
resources to help me 
find and understand the 
vocabulary words. (LS 
6) 

 I will identify key ideas 
from reading material or 
research. (SL 1) 

 I will understand the rules 
of polite discussion and 
group work with peers. 
(SL 1) 

 I will recognize key ideas 
and new information 
given during discussion. 
(SL 1) 

 I will reflect on discussion 
topics using evidence 
from the text and/or 
research, which means I 



 9 

will check my opinion 
against facts presented. 
(SL 1) 

 I will track my individual 
progress working toward 
specific goals and 
deadlines. (SL 1) 

 I will give reason for my 
ideas and answers 
giving evidence from 
text or research and 
change when needed. 
(SL 1) 

 I will judge whether new 
information should 
change my personal 
opinion. (SL 1) 

 I will find meaning in 
other’s opinions. (SL 1) 

 I will create comments, 
questions and 
responses to evidence 
from a text or topic. (SL 
1) 

 I will engage in different 
types of discussions by 
listening and sharing 
what I know and have 
learned about topics in 
class. (SL 1) 

 I will engage in polite 
discussion. (SL 1) 

 I will speak personal 
ideas clearly. (SL 1) 

 I will ask questions that 
bring out more 
information about a 
topic or text. (SL 1) 

 I will reply to questions 
and comments with 
important details, 
bringing discussion back 
on topic as needed. (SL 
1) 

 I will add new information 
presented to my 
opinion, and change my 
opinion if needed. (SL 1) 
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Weeks Unit/Topic Common  Core Standards Activities Learning Objectives (“I 

Can” Statements) 
Vocabulary 

 
4 

Weeks 
 

20 
Days 

 
 
Drama 

R.L.3. Analyze how 

particular elements of 

a story or drama 

interact (e.g., how 

setting shapes the 

characters or plot). 

R.L.4. Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are 

used in a text, 

including figurative 

and connotative 

meanings; analyze the 

impact of rhymes and 

other repetitions of 

sounds (e.g., 

alliteration) on a 

specific verse or 

stanza of a poem or 

section of a story or 

drama. 

R.L.5. Analyze how a 

drama’s or poem’s 

form or structure (e.g., 

soliloquy, sonnet) 

contributes to its 

meaning. 

R.L.7. Compare and 

contrast a written 

story, drama, or poem 

to its audio, filmed, 

staged, or multimedia 

version, analyzing the 

effects of techniques 

unique to each 

medium (e.g., lighting, 

sound, color, or 

camera focus and 

angles in a film). 

 Diary of Anne Frank 

 A Defenseless Creature 

 Monsters Are Due on Maple Street 
 
 

Activity to Connect/Compare/Contrast Out of the Dust and Anne Frank 

Compare and contrast characters from the various novels and biographies read. What 

similarities exist between fictional characters and real people? Can you generalize about the 

types of experiences that build perseverance? What destroys perseverance? After class 

discussion, create a Venn diagram in your journal, or in an online template, that outlines the 

potentially positive and negative experiences. (SL.7.1, RL.7.9) 

 

 

 
 

 I can describe elements 
of a story or drama, e.g.: 
setting, plot, characters, 
conflict, resolution, 
climax) (RL 3) 

 I can identify changes in 
elements of the story.  
(RL3)  

 I can identify changes in 
elements of the story. 
(RL 3) 

 I can explain how a 
change in one element 
can change another 
(RL3) 

 I can identify the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
used in the text (RL 4) 

 I can explain what 
figurative and 
connotative words 
mean. (RL 4) 

 I can identify figurative 
and connotative words 
and phrases as used in 
a text. (RL 4) 

 I can identify examples of 
rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds, 
including alliteration in 
poetry and drama. (RL4) 

 I can find the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
used in the text (RL 4) 

 I can explain how 
connotative and 
figurative words affect 
the meaning of the text. 
(RL 4) 

 I can explain how rhyme 
and other repetition of 
sounds including 
alliteration affects the 
specific verse or stanza 
of a poem or drama. (RL 
4) 

Content Vocab 

 Screenplay 

 Stage Directions 

 Plot 

 Setting 
characters 

 Resolution 

 Figurative 

 Connotative 

 Alliteration 

 Verse 

 Stanza 

 Irony 

 Comedy 

 Fantasy 

 Hyperbole 

 Oxymoron 

 Parody 

 Point of View 

 Theme 

 Tragedy 

 Soliloquy 

 

Vocab. For A. 

Frank 

 Courage 

 Holocaust 

 Tolerance 

 Perseverance 
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R.L.10. By the end of the 

year, read and 

comprehend literature, 

including stories, 

dramas, and poems, 

in the grades 6–8 text 

complexity band 

proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the 

range. 

L.S.5. Demonstrate 

understanding of 

figurative language, 

word relationships, 

and nuances in word 

meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of 

speech (e.g., 

literary, biblical, 

and mythological 

allusions) in 

context. 

b. Use the relationship 

between particular 

words (e.g., 

synonym/antonym

, analogy) to 

better understand 

each of the words. 

c. Distinguish among 

the connotations 

(associations) of 

words with similar 

denotations 

(definitions) (e.g., 

refined, respectful, 

polite, diplomatic, 

condescending). 

W.S.3. Write narratives to 

develop real or 

imagined experiences 

 I can identify parts of a 
poem: voice, rhythm, 
sound and stanzas. (RL 
5) 

 I can discuss how the 
parts of a poem make 
up the form. RL 5) 

 I can identify common 
forms of poetry.(RL 5) 

 I can identify the forms of 
drama. (RL 5) 

 I can tell you the meaning 
of a poem. (RL 5) 

 I can tell the type of 
drama/ poem by 
identifying the elements 
used. (RL 5) 

 I can figure out the 
meaning of a drama/ 
poem. (RL 5) 

 I can tell the poem’s/ 
drama’s form by 
identifying the structure. 
(RL 5) 

 I can identify and 
recognize: multimedia, 
film and stage versions 
of a particular place. (RL 
7) 

 I can tell how written text 
is affected by the 
medium technique the 
author chose to use. (RL 
7) 

 I can tell how text 
versions are similar to 
media versions. (RL 7) 

 I can tell how text 
versions are different 
from media versions. 
(RL 7) 

 I can identify/ understand  
the following in literary 
text:  
o key ideas 
o form & structure 
o blending of 

knowledge & ideas 
at grade level.(RL 
10) 
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or events using 

effective technique, 

relevant descriptive 

details, and well-

structured event 

sequences. 

a. Engage and orient 

the reader by 

establishing a 

context and point 

of view and 

introducing a 

narrator and/or 

characters; 

organize an event 

sequence that 

unfolds naturally 

and logically. 

b. Use narrative 

techniques, such 

as dialogue, 

pacing, and 

description, to 

develop 

experiences, 

events, and/or 

characters. 

c. Use a variety of 

transition words, 

phrases, and 

clauses to convey 

sequence and 

signal shifts from 

one time frame or 

setting to another. 

d. Use precise words 

and phrases, 

relevant 

descriptive details, 

and sensory 

language to 

capture the action 

 I can comprehend on my 
own the following in a 
literary text:  
o Key ideas & details  
o Form & Structure 
o Blending of 

knowledge & ideas 
at grade level.  (RL 
10) 

 I can identify and 
understand the meaning 
of figurative language 
(eg: literary, biblical, and 
mythological allusions or 
references). (LS 5) 

 I know the different types 
of relationships  
between words (e.g. 
synonym/antonym, 
analogy). (LS 5) 

 I will know the meaning of 
figurative language. (LS 
5) 

 I will know the different 
types of relationships of 
words (e.g. 
synonym/antonym, 
analogy). (LS 5) 

 I can define the terms 
connotation 
(associations) and 
denotation (definitions). 
(LS 5) 

 I can find figures of 
speech in different texts. 
(LS 5) 

 I can interpret meanings 
of figures of speech as 
they are used in different 
texts. (LS 5) 

 I can analyze the 
relationship between 
particular words (e.g. 
cause/effect, part/whole, 
item/category) for clarity. 
(LS 5) 

 I can tell the difference 
between words with 
similar meanings and 
different connotations. 
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and convey 

experiences and 

events. 

e. Provide a conclusion 

that follows from 

and reflects on the 

narrated 

experiences or 

events. 

W.S.4. Produce clear and 

coherent writing in 

which the 

development, 

organization, and style 

are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-

specific expectations 

for writing types are 

defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

W.S.5. With some guidance 

and support from 

peers and adults, 

develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, 

focusing on how well 

purpose and audience 

have been addressed. 

(Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate 

command of 

Language standards 

1–3 up to and 

including grade 7 on 

page 52.) 

W.S.6. Use technology, 

(LS 5) 

 I can define the point of 
view that a text is written 
from. (WS 3) 

 I can identify various 
points of view within a 
narrative/story. (WS 3)  

 I can identify how authors 
use: 
o Precise 
o Words/ phrases 
o Description 
o Sensory details to 

help readers 
visualize or sense 
the action of a 
narrative/ story. 
(WS 3) 

 I can use a variety of 
techniques to engage 
the reader and engage 
the reader and establish 
context and point of 
view. (WS 3) 

 I can use dialogue, 
pacing, description to 
develop events and 
characters. (WS 3) 

 I can use a variety of 
transitions to move 
events along and to 
show changes in a 
narrative/story. (WS 3) 

 I can write a conclusion 
that reflects on the 
events of a 
narrative/story. (WS 3) 

 I can use precise, 
descriptive, and sensory 
language to capture the 
action and to develop 
experiences and events. 
(WS 3) 

 I can compare and 
contrast relevant vs. 
irrelevant details 
developing experiences, 
events, and characters. 
(WS 3) 

 I can determine the task, 
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including the Internet, 

to produce and publish 

writing and link to and 

cite sources as well as 

to interact and 

collaborate with 

others, including 

linking to and citing 

sources. 

W.S.10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for research, 

reflection, and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of 

discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

L.S.3. Use knowledge of 

language and its 

conventions when 

writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language 

that expresses 

ideas precisely 

and concisely, 

recognizing and 

eliminating 

wordiness and 

redundancy.* 

L.S.4. Determine or clarify 

the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and 

phrases based on 

grade 7 reading and 

content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

purpose and audience in 

a piece of writing. (WS 

4) 

 I can use appropriate idea 

development strategies, 

organization and style 

that connect to purpose 

and audience. (WS 4) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand how to plan, 
revise, edit, and rewrite 
my writing.(WS 5) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand the purpose 
of my piece of writing 
and identify my 
audience.(WS 5) 

 I can edit my writing for 
correctness. (WS 5) 

 I can, with help from my 
classmates and adults, 
develop my writing by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, 
which means keeping 
what is needed and 
removing what is not 
needed. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying new 
approaches by keeping 
and removing what is 
not needed. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
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a. Use context (e.g., the 

overall meaning of 

a sentence or 

paragraph; a 

word’s position or 

function in a 

sentence) as a 

clue to the 

meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek 

or Latin affixes 

and roots as clues 

to the meaning of 

a word (e.g., 

belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and 

specialized 

reference 

materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, 

glossaries, 

thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to 

find the 

pronunciation of a 

word or determine 

or clarify its 

precise meaning 

or its part of 

speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary 

determination of 

the meaning of a 

word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 

the inferred 

meaning in 

context or in a 

dictionary). 

that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 

 I can identify the 
technology tools used 
for producing and 
publishing texts. (WS 6) 

 I can explain how to: 
o cite sources 

o create hyperlinks 

(WS 6) 

 I know how to work with 

others effectively for an 

intended purpose. (WS 

6) 

 I can decide the best 
technology tools for 
producing and 
publishing writing 
appropriate to the 
purpose and 
audience.(WS 6) 

 I can use the best 

technology options for 

communicating and 

working with others for 

an intended purpose. 

(WS 6) 

 I can identify: 

o Audience 

o Topic 

o Purpose (WS 10) 

 I can identify appropriate 

organizational structure 

for various types of 

writing. (WS 10) 

 I can decide the 
appropriate length of 
time to write based on: 
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 I can decide an 
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L.S.6. Acquire and use 

accurately grade-

appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and 

phrases; gather 

vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a 

word or phrase 

important to 

comprehension or 

expression. 

S.L.1. Engage effectively in 

a range of 

collaborative 

discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and 

teacher led) with 

diverse partners on 

grade 7 topics, texts, 

and issues, building 

on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own 

clearly. 

a. Come to discussions 

prepared, having 

read or researched 

material under 

study; explicitly 

draw on that 

preparation by 

referring to 

evidence on the 

topic, text, or issue 

to probe and reflect 

on ideas under 

discussion. 

b. Follow rules for 

collegial 

discussions, track 

progress toward 

specific goals and 

appropriate 
organizational structure 
to use for a variety of 
writing based on  
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 I can identify the rules of 
writing, speaking, 
reading, and listening. 
(LS 3) 

 I can identify accurate 
and brief language.(LS 
3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when writing, reading, 
and listening. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
writing, reading, and 
listening. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when writing. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when speaking.(LS 3) 

 I can identify words and 
phrases with multiple 
meanings.(LS 4) 

 I can identify roots and 
affixes. (LS 4) 

 I can use digital and print 
resources (e.g., 
dictionaries, thesauri, 
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deadlines, and 

define individual 

roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that 

elicit elaboration 

and respond to 

others’ questions 

and comments with 

relevant 

observations and 

ideas that bring the 

discussion back on 

topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new 

information 

expressed by 

others and, when 

warranted, modify 

their own views. 

 

and glossaries) to  
o find the 

pronunciation of a 

word. 

o find the exact 

meaning. 

o Identify a word’s 

part of speech (LS 

4) 

 I know ways to find 
meanings of unknown 
words. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using 
context clues (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using Greek 
affixes and roots. (LS 4) 

 I can choose the correct 
vocabulary strategy to 
find the meaning of 
words and phrases. (LS 
4) 

 I can make sure I have 
the correct meaning of a 
word or phrase by using 
context clues or a 
dictionary. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can identify subject or 
content related words or 
phrases.(LS 6) 

 I can understand the 
meaning of subject or 
content related words or 
phrases. (LS 6) 

 I can use subject or 
content related words 
and phrases correctly. 
(LS 6) 

 I can use the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
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understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can choose the correct 
resources to help me 
find and understand the 
vocabulary words. (LS 
6) 

 I will identify key ideas 
from reading material or 
research. (SL 1) 

 I will understand the rules 
of polite discussion and 
group work with peers. 
(SL 1) 

 I will recognize key ideas 
and new information 
given during discussion. 
(SL 1) 

 I will reflect on discussion 
topics using evidence 
from the text and/or 
research, which means I 
will check my opinion 
against facts presented. 
(SL 1) 

 I will track my individual 
progress working toward 
specific goals and 
deadlines. (SL 1) 

 I will give reason for my 
ideas and answers 
giving evidence from 
text or research and 
change when needed. 
(SL 1) 

 I will judge whether new 
information should 
change my personal 
opinion. (SL 1) 

 I will find meaning in 
other’s opinions. (SL 1) 

 I will create comments, 
questions and 
responses to evidence 
from a text or topic. (SL 
1) 

 I will engage in different 
types of discussions by 
listening and sharing 
what I know and have 
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learned about topics in 
class. (SL 1) 

 I will engage in polite 
discussion. (SL 1) 

 I will speak personal 
ideas clearly. (SL 1) 

 I will ask questions that 
bring out more 
information about a topic 
or text. (SL 1) 

 I will reply to questions 
and comments with 
important details, 
bringing discussion back 
on topic as needed. (SL 
1) 

 I will add new information 
presented to my opinion, 
and change my opinion 
if needed. (SL 1) 

 
 
 
 
 

Weeks Unit/Topic Common  Core Standards Activities  Learning Objectives (“I 
Can” Statements 

Vocabulary 

 
12 

Weeks 
 

60 
Days 

 
Informational/ 
Explanatory 

R.I.1. Cite several pieces of 

textual evidence to 

support analysis of 

what the text says 

explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from 

the text. 

R.I.2. Determine two or 

more central ideas in a 

text and analyze their 

development over the 

course of the text; 

provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

R.I.3. Analyze the 

interactions between 

individuals, events, 

and ideas in a text 

(e.g., how ideas 

Essential Question:    What makes a survivor?  

Will also explain how your environment affects your survival. 

 Students read “The Song of Wandering Aengus” by William Butler Yeats and use it as a 

springboard for discussions of characters’ pursuits of the unknown. Students analyze the 

development of the theme of survival across various texts, evaluate nonfiction text structures, 

and present their analyses to their classmates. Students compare and contrast character 

experiences across novels, as well as the points of view in narration, and are encouraged to 

research the authors behind the stories, many of whom are wilderness survivors themselves. 

This unit ends with a review of Yeats’s poem in order to see how this unit led to deeper 

understanding of the work. In addition, students are asked to write an informative/explanatory 

essay in response to the essential question. 

 

Resources 

 Survival Stories from Call of the Wild Books and current events Upfront Magazine articles of 

detailing the survival stories from across the globe and past selections or survival from important 

historical figures. 

 

 I can make inferences 
which means I can take 
what I have read and 
draw a conclusion. (RI 
1) 

 I can identify information 
in a text. (RI 1)  

 I can find support for an 
inference. (RI 1) 

 I can recognize credible 
or trustworthy resources. 
(RI 1) 

 I can understand what a 
text says. (RI 1) 

 I can make inferences 
from the text. (RI 1) 

 I can cite resources that 
support the text. (RI 1) 

 I can explain what a 
central idea is. (RI 2) 

 I can explain what a 
supporting detail is. (RI 

Inferences 
Central ideas 
Summary 
Transitions 
Credible sources 
plagiarism 
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influence individuals or 

events, or how 

individuals influence 

ideas or events). 

R.I.10. By the end of the 

year, read and 

comprehend literary 

nonfiction in the 

grades 6–8 text 

complexity band 

proficiently, with 

scaffolding as needed 

at the high end of the 

range. 

W.S.2. Write 

informative/explanator

y texts to examine a 

topic and convey 

ideas, concepts, and 

information through 

the selection, 

organization, and 

analysis of relevant 

content. 

a. Introduce a topic 

clearly, previewing 

what is to follow; 

organize ideas, 

concepts, and 

information, using 

strategies such as 

definition, 

classification, 

comparison/contra

st, and cause/ 

effect; include 

formatting (e.g., 

headings), 

graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), 

and multimedia 

when useful to 

 Malcolm X Autobiography an excerpt in red literature book  

 Survival stories from the civil rights book (during Black History Month) 

 

 

Useful website  

 http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/worst-case-scenario/ 

Book:  Worst Case Scenario Survival Handbook by Josh Piven 

Read Titantic in our red literature book 

 

Activities 

Write your own survival-in-the-wilderness story, incorporating words, techniques, and styles from the 

novels read and discussed in class. Work with peers to strengthen writing in order to publish it on the 

class web page. Edit your writing for the grammar conventions studied so far this year before 

uploading it as a blog, podcast, movie, or other multimedia format of choice. (W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5; 

L.7.1, L.7.2a,b, L.7.3a) 

Feature Article 

 Students will write a feature article detailing how to survive in a certain environment. Students will 

research a dangerous places and situations and write an explanatory piece accordingly. 

Research Paper 

Choose a historical person of interest and write a 10 paragraph research paper explain their life 

(background) and the hardships they faced and overcame. 

Or 

Choose a unit from social studies and utilize a specific place and a person on the bottom hierarchy and 

explain their day to day survival, incorporating the geography, religion, and social structure of the time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) 

 I can explain how to write 
a summary. (RI 2) 

 I can find a central idea 
which means I recognize 
the main point of the 
text. (RI 2) 

 I can find support for a 
theme. (RI 2) 

 I can create a summary. 
(RI 2) 

 I can identify key ideas 
about individuals, events 
and ideas stated in the 
text. (RI 3) 

 I can tell how people, 
events and ideas work 
together in a text. (RI 3) 

 I can tell how ideas 
influence events. (RI 3) 

 I can tell how individuals 
influence ideas. (RI 3) 

  I can tell how individuals 
influence events. (RI 3) 

 I can identify/understand: 
o Key ideas & details 
o Craft & structure 
o Integration of 

knowledge & ideas 
(RI 10) 

 I can independently 
understand and explain: 
o key ideas & details 
o craft & structure 
o integration of 

knowledge & ideas. 
(RI 10) 

 I can identify the topic of 
a text. (WS 2) 

 I can identify and 
recognize: 
o Definition 
o classification 
o comparison/contrast 

o cause/effect 

o strategies 

o text features 

(graphics, charts, 

tables, multimedia) 

http://dsc.discovery.com/videos/worst-case-scenario/
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aiding 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic 

with relevant facts, 

definitions, 

concrete details, 

quotations, or 

other information 

and examples. 

c. Use appropriate 

transitions to 

create cohesion 

and clarify the 

relationships 

among ideas and 

concepts. 

d. Use precise 

language and 

domain-specific 

vocabulary to 

inform about or 

explain the topic. 

e. Establish and 

maintain a formal 

style. 

f. Provide a concluding 

statement or 

section that 

follows from and 

supports the 

information or 

explanation 

presented. 

W.S.7. Conduct short 

research projects to 

answer a question, 

drawing on several 

sources and 

generating additional 

related, focused 

questions for further 

research and 

 
 
 

(WS 2) 

 I can select appropriate: 
o facts 

o definitions 

o concrete details 

o quotations 

o examples (WS 2) 

 I can recognize and 
select the correct 
transitions to combine 
ideas using acceptable 
words, phrases, or 
clauses in order to show 
how the idea relates to 
the topic. (WS 2) 

 I can identify specific and 
appropriate vocabulary 
which relates to the text. 
(WS 2) 

 I can recognize the formal 
style of a text. (WS 2) 

 I can identify a conclusion 
that is effective and that 
supports the information 
that has been presented 
in the text. (WS 2) 

 I can identify a reliable 
source of information 
(WS 7) 

 I can use reliable sources 
of information (WS 7) 

 I can use appropriate 
methods to complete a 
short research project. 
(WS 7) 

 I can select appropriate 
sources of information to 
answer a question. (WS 
7) 

 I can decide relevant and 
irrelevant information 
from sources to answer 
a question. (WS 7) 

 I can select appropriate 
sources of information to 
answer a question. (WS 
7) 

 I can determine if 
information is relevant or 
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investigation. 

W.S.8. Gather relevant 

information from 

multiple print and 

digital sources, using 

search terms 

effectively; assess the 

credibility and 

accuracy of each 

source; and quote or 

paraphrase the data 

and conclusions of 

others while avoiding 

plagiarism and 

following a standard 

format for citation. 

W.S.9. Draw evidence from 

literary or 

informational texts to 

support analysis, 

reflection, and 

research. 

a. Apply grade 7 

Reading 

standards to 

literature (e.g., 

“Compare and 

contrast a fictional 

portrayal of a time, 

place, or character 

and a historical 

account of the 

same period as a 

means of 

understanding 

how authors of 

fiction use or alter 

history”). 

b. Apply grade 7 

Reading 

standards to 

literary nonfiction 

irrelevant to the question 
I am asking. ( WS 7) 

 I can create focused 
questions from sources 
of information for further 
research and 
investigation. (WS 7) 

 I can follow steps for 
research to answer a 
question. (WS 7) 

 I can create additional 
related, focused 
questions for further 
research and 
investigation. (WS 7) 

 I can use effective terms 
to search various 
sources. (WS 8) 

 I can recognize: 
o Standard formats 

for citing sources 
o Credible sources 
o Accurate sources 

(WS 8) 

 I can follow a standard 
format when citing 
sources. (WS 8) 

 I can determine the 
credibility and accuracy 
of sources. (WS 8) 

 I can quote or paraphrase 
the data and 
conclusions of others 
avoiding plagiarism (WS 
8) 

 I can identify key ideas 
and details from 
researched texts that 
provide evidence to 
support conclusions I 
have drawn. (WS 9) 

 I can cite evidence that 
supports my analysis of 
what the text says. (WS 
9) 

 I can use key ideas and 
details as evidence to 
support research. (WS 
9) 

 I can use key ideas and 



 23 

(e.g. “Trace and 

evaluate the 

argument and 

specific claims in 

a text, assessing 

whether the 

reasoning is 

sound and the 

evidence is 

relevant and 

sufficient to 

support the 

claims”). 

W.S.4. Produce clear and 

coherent writing in 

which the 

development, 

organization, and style 

are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-

specific expectations 

for writing types are 

defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

W.S.5. With some guidance 

and support from 

peers and adults, 

develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, 

focusing on how well 

purpose and audience 

have been addressed. 

(Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate 

command of 

Language standards 

details as evidence to 
show understanding of a 
text. (WS 9) 

 I can reflect on the use 
key ideas and details in 
a text as evidence for 
support understanding. 
(WS 9) 

 I can determine the task, 

purpose and audience in 

a piece of writing. (WS 

4) 

 I can use appropriate idea 

development strategies, 

organization and style 

that connect to purpose 

and audience. (WS 4) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand how to plan, 
revise, edit, and rewrite 
my writing.(WS 5) 

 I can, with help from 
classmates and adults, 
understand the purpose 
of my piece of writing 
and identify my 
audience.(WS 5) 

 I can edit my writing for 
correctness. (WS 5) 

 I can, with help from my 
classmates and adults, 
develop my writing by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, 
which means keeping 
what is needed and 
removing what is not 
needed. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can write using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 
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1–3 up to and 

including grade 7 on 

page 52.) 

W.S.6. Use technology, 

including the Internet, 

to produce and publish 

writing and link to and 

cite sources as well as 

to interact and 

collaborate with 

others, including 

linking to and citing 

sources. 

W.S.10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for research, 

reflection, and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of 

discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

L.S.3. Use knowledge of 

language and its 

conventions when 

writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language 

that expresses 

ideas precisely 

and concisely, 

recognizing and 

eliminating 

wordiness and 

redundancy.* 

L.S.4. Determine or clarify 

the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and 

phrases based on 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying new 
approaches by keeping 
and removing what is 
not needed. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
that are most important 
for my purpose. (WS 5) 

 I can make my writing 
stronger by using 
information and details 
that are most important 
to my audience. (WS 5) 

 I can identify the 
technology tools used 
for producing and 
publishing texts. (WS 6) 

 I can explain how to: 
o cite sources 

o create hyperlinks 

(WS 6) 

 I know how to work with 

others effectively for an 

intended purpose. (WS 

6) 

 I can decide the best 
technology tools for 
producing and 
publishing writing 
appropriate to the 
purpose and 
audience.(WS 6) 

 I can use the best 

technology options for 

communicating and 

working with others for 

an intended purpose. 

(WS 6) 

 I can identify: 
o Audience 
o Topic 
o Purpose (WS 10) 

 I can identify appropriate 
organizational structure 



 25 

grade 7 reading and 

content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 

overall meaning of 

a sentence or 

paragraph; a 

word’s position or 

function in a 

sentence) as a 

clue to the 

meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek 

or Latin affixes 

and roots as clues 

to the meaning of 

a word (e.g., 

belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and 

specialized 

reference 

materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, 

glossaries, 

thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to 

find the 

pronunciation of a 

word or determine 

or clarify its 

precise meaning 

or its part of 

speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary 

determination of 

the meaning of a 

word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 

for various types of 
writing. (WS 10) 

 I can decide the 
appropriate length of 
time to write based on: 
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 I can decide an 
appropriate 
organizational structure 
to use for a variety of 
writing based on  
o Audience 
o Purpose 
o Task (WS 10) 

 I can identify the rules of 
writing, speaking, 
reading, and listening. 
(LS 3) 

 I can identify accurate 
and brief language.(LS 
3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when writing, reading, 
and listening. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
writing, reading, and 
listening. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when writing. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
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the inferred 

meaning in 

context or in a 

dictionary). 

L.S.6. Acquire and use 

accurately grade-

appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and 

phrases; gather 

vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a 

word or phrase 

important to 

comprehension or 

expression. 

S.L.1. Engage effectively in 

a range of 

collaborative 

discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and 

teacher led) with 

diverse partners on 

grade 7 topics, texts, 

and issues, building 

on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own 

clearly. 

a. Come to discussions 

prepared, having 

read or researched 

material under 

study; explicitly 

draw on that 

preparation by 

referring to 

evidence on the 

topic, text, or issue 

to probe and reflect 

on ideas under 

discussion. 

b. Follow rules for 

when speaking.(LS 3) 

 I can identify words and 
phrases with multiple 
meanings.(LS 4) 

 I can identify roots and 
affixes. (LS 4) 

 I can use digital and print 
resources (e.g., 
dictionaries, thesauri, 
and glossaries) to  
o find the 

pronunciation of a 

word. 

o find the exact 

meaning. 

o Identify a word’s 

part of speech (LS 

4) 

 I know ways to find 
meanings of unknown 
words. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using 
context clues (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using Greek 
affixes and roots. (LS 4) 

 I can choose the correct 
vocabulary strategy to 
find the meaning of 
words and phrases. (LS 
4) 

 I can make sure I have 
the correct meaning of a 
word or phrase by using 
context clues or a 
dictionary. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can identify subject or 
content related words or 
phrases.(LS 6) 

 I can understand the 
meaning of subject or 
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collegial 

discussions, track 

progress toward 

specific goals and 

deadlines, and 

define individual 

roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that 

elicit elaboration 

and respond to 

others’ questions 

and comments with 

relevant 

observations and 

ideas that bring the 

discussion back on 

topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new 

information 

expressed by 

others and, when 

warranted, modify 

their own views. 

 

content related words or 
phrases. (LS 6) 

 I can use subject or 
content related words 
and phrases correctly. 
(LS 6) 

 I can use the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can choose the correct 
resources to help me 
find and understand the 
vocabulary words. (LS 
6) 

 I will identify key ideas 
from reading material or 
research. (SL 1) 

 I will understand the rules 
of polite discussion and 
group work with peers. 
(SL 1) 

 I will recognize key ideas 
and new information 
given during discussion. 
(SL 1) 

 I will reflect on discussion 
topics using evidence 
from the text and/or 
research, which means I 
will check my opinion 
against facts presented. 
(SL 1) 

 I will track my individual 
progress working toward 
specific goals and 
deadlines. (SL 1) 

 I will give reason for my 
ideas and answers 
giving evidence from 
text or research and 
change when needed. 
(SL 1) 

 I will judge whether new 
information should 
change my personal 
opinion. (SL 1) 

 I will find meaning in 
other’s opinions. (SL 1) 
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 I will create comments, 
questions and 
responses to evidence 
from a text or topic. (SL 
1) 

 I will engage in different 
types of discussions by 
listening and sharing 
what I know and have 
learned about topics in 
class. (SL 1) 

 I will engage in polite 
discussion. (SL 1) 

 I will speak personal 
ideas clearly. (SL 1) 

 I will ask questions that 
bring out more 
information about a topic 
or text. (SL 1) 

 I will reply to questions 
and comments with 
important details, 
bringing discussion back 
on topic as needed. (SL 
1) 

 I will add new information 
presented to my opinion, 
and change my opinion 
if needed. (SL 1) 

Weeks Unit/Topic Common  Core Standards Activities Learning Objectives (“I 
Can” Statements 

Vocabulary 

 
12 

Weeks 
 

60 
Days 

Argument/ 
Speech 

R.I.4. Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are 

used in a text, 

including figurative, 

connotative, and 

technical meanings; 

analyze the impact of 

a specific word choice 

on meaning and tone. 

R.I.5. Analyze the structure 

an author uses to 

organize a text, 

including how the 

major sections 

contribute to the whole 

 
Lesson:   What is the difference between propaganda and persuasion?  
Argument and persuasion? 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson829/Argument-
Propaganda.pdf 
Lesson: So you think you can argue? 
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-1-so-you-think-you-can-argue 
Lesson: Review Connotation, Denotation,  and loaded words 
Lesson:  Review the literature students have read throughout the class and have them 
brainstorm "crimes" committed by characters from that text. Groups of students will work 
together to act as the prosecution or defense for the selected characters, while also acting as the 
jury for other groups. Students will use several sources to research for their case, including the 
novel and internet resources. All the while, students will be writing a persuasive piece to 
complement their trial work. 
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literary-characters-trial-
combining-799.html 
 Debate Topics 

1) Downloading Music/Copyright infringement? 

http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=678&title= 

 I will define and identify 
key words and phrases, 
including figurative 
words and phrases, 
connotative words and 
phrases, technical words 
and phrases. (RI 4) 

 I will identify tone in text. 
(RI 4) 

 I will analyze how the 
tone of a piece is 
changed by the word 
choice, including 
figurative language, 
connotative language 
and technical language, 
which means I will able 
to say how these types 
of language changed or 

 Loaded words 

 Stance 

 Connotation 

 Denotation 

 Claims 

 Argument 

 Persuasive 

 Fact  

 Opinion 

 Citing 

 Primary Source 

 Secondary 
Source 

 Editorial 

 Feature Article 
 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson829/Argument-Propaganda.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson829/Argument-Propaganda.pdf
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-1-so-you-think-you-can-argue
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literary-characters-trial-combining-799.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literary-characters-trial-combining-799.html
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=678&title
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and to the 

development of the 

ideas. 

R.I.6. Determine an author’s 

point of view or 

purpose in a text and 

analyze how the 

author distinguishes 

his or her position 

from that of others. 

R.I.7. Compare and contrast 

a text to an audio, 

video, or multimedia 

version of the text, 

analyzing each 

medium’s portrayal of 

the subject (e.g., how 

the delivery of a 

speech affects the 

impact of the words). 

R.I.8. Trace and evaluate 

the argument and 

specific claims in a 

text, assessing 

whether the reasoning 

is sound and the 

evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to 

support the claims. 

R.I.9. Analyze how two or 

more authors writing 

about the same topic 

shape their 

presentations of key 

information by 

emphasizing different 

evidence or advancing 

different 

interpretations of facts. 

S.L.2. Analyze the main 

ideas and supporting 

details presented in 

Site with article to view 
2) Media harmful or helpful?/ Technology in school? 

3) Dress Codes 

4) Lunches 

5) Presidential  Issues, ordered book from scholastic 

6) Immigration read story My 1st Crossing and Pulling Up Stakes, review Ellis Island 

immigration yesterday and today. 

7)  Why preserve biodiversity? 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/08/g68/preserve.html 

8) Invasive Speicies Good or Bad? 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/14/g68/newsinvasive.html 

9)  Public Lands Preserve or Develop? 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/13/g68/preserveordevelop.html 

 

 Lesson: Culminating Activity 
 Lesson: Mini write before major argumentative essay  
 Senario: In order to build arguments for their essays, students examine evidence about whether 
band t-shirts were disruptive at Ben’s school. Students think critically to filter out evidence for and 
against each position. 
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-3-lookin-evidence 
Write a 5 paragraph argument  on the topic of their choice, choosing form one of the 8 topics 
covered in class, research and support their  claims and the other side of the argument and have 
the ability to shut down the oppositions claims. 
L esson: Prewriting/organizational writing activity 
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-7-emphasize-minimize 
Students will also debate these topics to meet speaking and listening standards. 
Debates 
Students develop an understanding of the key terms and roles associated with a traditional 
debate model. Students read through a debate script, identify the key arguments made on each 
side, and analyze the strength of each argument. 
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/debate 
Debate Rubric  
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson819/rubric2.pdf 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson394/Rubric.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

didn’t change and how 
the author portrayed the 
material. (RI 4) 

 I can tell you the type of 
structure the author 
used to organize the 
text. (RI 5) 

 I can identify the parts of 
the reading that help me 
understand the main 
idea. (RI 5) 

 I can tell the main idea of 
the reading by the type 
of structure, the various 
parts (sentences, 
paragraphs, chapter or 
sections) and 
organization of text. (RI 
5) 

 I can define point of view 
in an informational 
piece. (RI 6) 

 I can define author’s 
position which means 
the author’s opinion on a 
topic. (RI 6) 

 I can identify why the 
author is writing (to 
inform, persuade, 
entertain). (RI 6) 

 I can identify the author’s 
point of view in a piece. 

 I can identify the author’s 
purpose in a piece, 
which means I know 
why the author wrote the 
piece. (RI 6) 

 I can identify the 
opposing arguments, or 
point of view stated or 
implied in a piece. (RI 6) 

 I can support my findings 
with examples from the 
text. (RI 6) 

 I can tell you how audio 
text is like other types of 
text. (RI 7) 

 I can tell you how video 
text is like other types of 
text. (RI 7) 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/08/g68/preserve.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/14/g68/newsinvasive.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/13/g68/preserveordevelop.html
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-3-lookin-evidence
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/lesson-7-emphasize-minimize
http://www.icivics.org/teachers/lesson-plans/debate
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson819/rubric2.pdf
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson394/Rubric.pdf
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diverse media and 

formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively, orally) 

and explain how the 

ideas clarify a topic, 

text, or issue under 

study. 

S.L.3. Delineate a speaker’s 

argument and specific 

claims, evaluating the 

soundness of the 

reasoning and the 

relevance and 

sufficiency of the 

evidence. 

S.L.4. Present claims and 

findings, emphasizing 

salient points in a 

focused, coherent 

manner with pertinent 

descriptions, facts, 

details, and examples; 

use appropriate eye 

contact, adequate 

volume, and clear 

pronunciation. 

S.L.5. Include multimedia 

components and 

visual displays in 

presentations to clarify 

claims and findings 

and emphasize salient 

points. 

S.L.6. Adapt speech to a 

variety of contexts and 

tasks, demonstrating 

command of formal 

English when 

indicated or 

appropriate. (See 

grade 7 Language 

standards 1 and 3 on 

 
 
 
 
 

 I can tell you how multi-
media text is like other 
types of text. (RI 7) 

 I can tell you how audio 
version of the text  
affects the story 
compared to another 
version of the text. (RI 7) 

 I can tell you how video 
version of the text  
affects the story 
compared to another 
version of text. (RI 7) 

 I can tell you how 
multimedia version of 
the text  affects the story 
compared to another 
version of text. (RI 7) 

 I can tell you or define 
relevant evidence 
sufficient evidence 
sound reasoning. (RI 8) 

 I can tell the argument 
and claims made in the 
text. (RI 8) 

 I can tell the argument 
and claims made in the 
text based on the 
relevance, sufficiency 
and reasoning of these 
claims. (RI 8) 

 I can compare and 
contrast the texts from 
different authors based 
on evidence and facts. 
(RI 9) 

 I can compare and 
contrast the texts from 
different authors based 
on evidence and 
facts.(RI 9) 

 I will identify main and 
supporting details of 
different types of 
multimedia. (SL 2) 

 I will study the main ideas 
and supporting details 
offered in different 
media and formats. (SL 
2) 
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page 52 for specific 

expectations.) 

W.S.1. Write arguments to 

support claims with 

clear reasons and 

relevant evidence. 

a. Introduce claim(s), 

acknowledge 

alternate or 

opposing claims, 

and organize the 

reasons and 

evidence logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with 

logical reasoning 

and relevant 

evidence, using 

accurate, credible 

sources and 

demonstrating an 

understanding 

of the topic or text. 

c. Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to 

create cohesion 

and clarify the 

relationships 

among claim(s), 

reasons, and 

evidence. 

d. Establish and 

maintain a formal 

style. 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or 

section that 

follows from and 

supports the 

argument 

presented. 

W.S.4. Produce clear and 

coherent writing in 

 I will explain how the 
ideas more clearly 
support the topic, text, or 
the issue of study. (SL 
2) 

 I will define and identify 
sound reasoning, 
argument, reasons, 
evidence, and claims. 
(SL 3) 

 I will delineate a 
speaker’s arguments 
and specific claims 
which means I will be 
able to explain what 
their argument is and 
their evidence. (SL 3) 

 I will evaluate the 
soundness of the 
speaker’s reasoning, 
which means I will judge 
whether they made a 
logical argument. (SL 3) 

 I will evaluate a speaker’s 
evidence which means I 
will judge whether their 
evidence helps their 
argument and if they 
have enough evidence 
to make their 
conclusions. (SL 3) 

 I will make claims and/or 
identify findings.(SL 4) 

 I will identify main 
points.(SL 4) 

 I will identify correct eye 
contact, volume and 
pronounce words 
clearly.(SL 4) 

 I will determine the 
important information in 
a presentation.(SL 4) 

 I will present information 
in an orderly, focused, 
clear manner. (SL 4) 

 I will recognize claims, 
findings, and main 
points. (SL 5) 

 I will decide which type of 
multimedia or visual 
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which the 

development, 

organization, and style 

are appropriate to 

task, purpose, and 

audience. (Grade-

specific expectations 

for writing types are 

defined in standards 

1–3 above.) 

W.S.5. With some guidance 

and support from 

peers and adults, 

develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, 

focusing on how well 

purpose and audience 

have been addressed. 

(Editing for 

conventions should 

demonstrate 

command of 

Language standards 

1–3 up to and 

including grade 7 on 

page 52.) 

W.S.6. Use technology, 

including the Internet, 

to produce and publish 

writing and link to and 

cite sources as well as 

to interact and 

collaborate with 

others, including 

linking to and citing 

sources. 

W.S.10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

display best call 
attention to explain the 
information. (SL 5) 

 I will use multimedia 
components/visual 
display in a presentation 
that more clearly 
explains claims and 
findings and emphasizes 
main points. (SL 5) 

 I can adjust a speech 
depending on the 
context and task to 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
formal English language. 
(SL 6) 

 I can identify sources that 
are accurate and 
trustworthy. (WS 1) 

 I can find phrases and 
clauses that create unity 
and explain their 
relationships. (WS 1) 

 I can identify and define:  
o alternate and 

opposing claims 
o relevant text 
o evidence that 

supports claims 
o argument 
o unity/cohesion 
o formal style of text 

(WS 1) 

 I can decide how to 

introduce a claim. (WS 

1) 

 I can identify different or 

opposing claims. (WS 1) 

 I can put reasons and 

evidence in order so that 

they make a point. (WS 

1) 

 I can find acceptable 

support for claims. (WS 

1) 

 I can decide whether a 

source is believable and 
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(time for research, 

reflection, and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of 

discipline-specific 

tasks, purposes, and 

audiences. 

L.S.3. Use knowledge of 

language and its 

conventions when 

writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening. 

a. Choose language 

that expresses 

ideas precisely 

and concisely, 

recognizing and 

eliminating 

wordiness and 

redundancy.* 

L.S.4. Determine or clarify 

the meaning of 

unknown and multiple-

meaning words and 

phrases based on 

grade 7 reading and 

content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the 

overall meaning of 

a sentence or 

paragraph; a 

word’s position or 

function in a 

sentence) as a 

clue to the 

meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

b. Use common, grade-

true. (WS 1) 

 I can understand the topic 

or text. (WS 1) 

 I can combine ideas using 

acceptable words, 

phrases, or clauses in 

order to show how the 

idea relates to the topic. 

(WS 1) 

 I can write in a formal 

style throughout a text. 

(WS 1) 

 I can write a conclusion 

that follows and 

supports the argument. 

(WS 1) 

 I can identify the rules of 
writing, speaking, 
reading, and listening. 
(LS 3) 

 I can identify accurate 
and brief language.(LS 
3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when writing, reading, 
and listening. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
writing, reading, and 
listening. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when writing. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use my 
knowledge of language 
when speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can correctly use the 
rules of language when 
speaking. (LS 3) 

 I can use accurate and 
brief language in order 
to remove wordiness 
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appropriate Greek 

or Latin affixes 

and roots as clues 

to the meaning of 

a word (e.g., 

belligerent, 

bellicose, rebel). 

c. Consult general and 

specialized 

reference 

materials (e.g., 

dictionaries, 

glossaries, 

thesauruses), both 

print and digital, to 

find the 

pronunciation of a 

word or determine 

or clarify its 

precise meaning 

or its part of 

speech. 

d. Verify the preliminary 

determination of 

the meaning of a 

word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 

the inferred 

meaning in 

context or in a 

dictionary). 

L.S.6. Acquire and use 

accurately grade-

appropriate general 

academic and domain-

specific words and 

phrases; gather 

vocabulary knowledge 

when considering a 

word or phrase 

important to 

comprehension or 

and redundancy 
(repeated and 
unnecessary language) 
when speaking.(LS 3) 

 I can identify words and 
phrases with multiple 
meanings.(LS 4) 

 I can identify roots and 
affixes. (LS 4) 

 I can use digital and print 
resources (e.g., 
dictionaries, thesauri, 
and glossaries) to  
o find the 

pronunciation of a 

word. 

o find the exact 

meaning. 

o Identify a word’s 

part of speech (LS 

4) 

 I know ways to find 
meanings of unknown 
words. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using 
context clues (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
meaning of words and 
phrases by using Greek 
affixes and roots. (LS 4) 

 I can choose the correct 
vocabulary strategy to 
find the meaning of 
words and phrases. (LS 
4) 

 I can make sure I have 
the correct meaning of a 
word or phrase by using 
context clues or a 
dictionary. (LS 4) 

 I can find the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can identify subject or 
content related words or 
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expression. 

S.L.1. Engage effectively in 

a range of 

collaborative 

discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and 

teacher led) with 

diverse partners on 

grade 7 topics, texts, 

and issues, building 

on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own 

clearly. 

a. Come to discussions 

prepared, having 

read or researched 

material under 

study; explicitly 

draw on that 

preparation by 

referring to 

evidence on the 

topic, text, or issue 

to probe and reflect 

on ideas under 

discussion. 

b. Follow rules for 

collegial 

discussions, track 

progress toward 

specific goals and 

deadlines, and 

define individual 

roles as needed. 

c. Pose questions that 

elicit elaboration 

and respond to 

others’ questions 

and comments with 

relevant 

observations and 

ideas that bring the 

phrases.(LS 6) 

 I can understand the 
meaning of subject or 
content related words or 
phrases. (LS 6) 

 I can use subject or 
content related words 
and phrases correctly. 
(LS 6) 

 I can use the correct 
vocabulary words that 
are important to 
understand the text. (LS 
6) 

 I can choose the correct 
resources to help me 
find and understand the 
vocabulary words. (LS 
6) 

 I will identify key ideas 
from reading material or 
research. (SL 1) 

 I will understand the rules 
of polite discussion and 
group work with peers. 
(SL 1) 

 I will recognize key ideas 
and new information 
given during discussion. 
(SL 1) 

 I will reflect on discussion 
topics using evidence 
from the text and/or 
research, which means I 
will check my opinion 
against facts presented. 
(SL 1) 

 I will track my individual 
progress working toward 
specific goals and 
deadlines. (SL 1) 

 I will give reason for my 
ideas and answers 
giving evidence from 
text or research and 
change when needed. 
(SL 1) 

 I will judge whether new 
information should 
change my personal 
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discussion back on 

topic as needed. 

d. Acknowledge new 

information 

expressed by 

others and, when 

warranted, modify 

their own views. 

 

opinion. (SL 1) 

 I will find meaning in 
other’s opinions. (SL 1) 

 I will create comments, 
questions and 
responses to evidence 
from a text or topic. (SL 
1) 

 I will engage in different 
types of discussions by 
listening and sharing 
what I know and have 
learned about topics in 
class. (SL 1) 

 I will engage in polite 
discussion. (SL 1) 

 I will speak personal 
ideas clearly. (SL 1) 

 I will ask questions that 
bring out more 
information about a topic 
or text. (SL 1) 

 I will reply to questions 
and comments with 
important details, 
bringing discussion back 
on topic as needed. (SL 
1) 

 I will add new information 
presented to my opinion, 
and change my opinion 
if needed. (SL 1) 

 

 


